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Don Schweitzer, PhD

Jesus Christ for Contemporary Life 

is an understanding of Jesus as the 

Word of God, grounded in what 

can be known historically of Jesus 

and informed by subsequent     

reflection upon him, which hopes 

to help shape a Christian identity 

characterized by "bounded  openness." 

In Jesus Christ for Contemporary 

Life, Don Schweitzer explores the significance of 

the person, work, and relationships of Jesus Christ 

for contemporary life. He moves from the historical    

Jesus to the present in three parts. In the first part 

Schweitzer develops an understanding of Jesus 

as the Word of God, who became  incarnate to 

give the goodness and beauty of God further 

expression in time and space. Second, he       

explores how various atonement theories articulate 

ways in which Jesus empowers people to further 

express this beauty and goodness in their own 

lives. And finally, Schweitzer explores how Jesus 

relates to people in the church, to the events 

and movements in history, to other religions, and 

to Christians in their dialogue with God in prayer. 

 

 

Don Schweitzer is an   

ordained minister in The 

United Church of Canada. 

Born in Montreal and 

raised in Kingston, Ontario, 

he has lived in Saskatch-

ewan for over thirty 

years. He has a Ph.D. in 

systematic theology from 

Princeton Theological   

Seminary. He has been 

teaching and writing about Jesus as a 

member of the faculty of St. Andrew’s    

College, Saskatoon, for twenty-three years. 

During this time he has also lectured and 

taught about Jesus at the Han Shin School 

of Religion in Seoul, Korea, and at Bishop’s 

College, United   Theological College, and 

Kerala United Theology Seminary, in India. 

His publications include three books and a 

number of articles on Christology. 

 

"Who is Jesus today? Don Schweitzer enters 

the theological realm around Jesus as 

Christ . . . to offer an engaging Christology 

for contemporary challenges--that is, to 

make sense of Jesus in a multireligious 

world with complex ethical and moral 

challenges. Schweitzer has succeeded in 

presenting a Christology . . . capable of 

having 'saving significance' in the work of 

seeking justice and resisting domination 

amidst a plethora of plurality. Schweitzer 

tackles a difficult topic with grace, 

knowledge, and creativity." 

 

--Heather Eaton. Full professor/professeure 

titulaire, Saint Paul University. Author of    

Introducing Ecofeminist Theologies (2005) 

"Professor Schweitzer offers here a fresh           

approach to Christology, deeply rooted in the 

Trinitarian tradition of Jesus Christ as the           

incarnation of the Word of God. Writing            

intentionally out of a Canadian/North Atlantic 

context, he draws upon contemporary studies of 

the historical Jesus, faces critical challenges to 

doctrines of atonement, and explores the       

significance of Jesus for movements of            

resistance to domination. A nuanced, non-

reductive treatment of religious plurality, and of 

prayer, adds to the richness of this volume - an 

excellent educational tool for theological        

students and scholars." 

 
--Harold G. Wells, Emeritus professor of systematic  

theology, University of Toronto. Author of The Christic 

Center: Life-Giving and Liberating (2004) 



Jesus said to them, ‘Follow Me’ 
 

THE WAY OF JESUS AND HOW HE  

EMPOWERS PEOPLE TO FOLLOW IT 
 

These five sessions will examine the way 

of Jesus and how he empowers people 

to follow him. It will first look at the       

notion of “following Jesus,” what the 

parameters and principles of this are, 

and what this might mean in Canada 

today. It will look at how Jesus empowers 

and guides people to follow him 

through examining traditional theories 

of atonement.  

  

February 21: The Way of Jesus  

This session looks at the ethical teaching,    

examples, and practices of Jesus. It 

moves back and forth between the 

gospels and the present, looking at 

ways in which people have tried to    

follow Jesus then, now, and in between.  

 

February 28: The Moral Influence Theory 

of Atonement 

This  session begins by looking at what   

atonement means, and then examines 

the moral influence theory of atone-

ment and its strengths and weaknesses. 

It looks at the type of sin or evil that the 

moral influence theory of atonement 

addresses, where it locates this, how it 

addresses it.  

Wednesdays,     

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.  CST 
(Saskatchewan Time Zone) 

 

February 21 - March 20 
 

A 5-PART COURSE OFFERED                

AT QUEEN’S HOUSE AND ON ZOOM 

 

$95 - in-person 

$75 - on zoom 

 
You are invited to          

purchase your own copy 

of this book. Please note: 

reading this textbook is 

recommended, but not 

required in participating in 

this series. 

 

 

Registration Details 
 

There are two options available when       

registering: 

 
 

• Visit our website:    https://

www.queenshouse.org/programs/ 

Participants can register online 
 

OR 
 

• Call Queen’s House and register over 

the phone: 306-242-1916 x226 

Queen’s House Retreat & Renewal Centre 

601 Taylor Street W, Saskatoon SK S7M 0C9 

 

For details on all programs:   

www.queenshouse.org 

March 6: Jesus as a Source of Ultimate 

Hope  

This  session examines the Christus Victor 

theory of atonement. It looks at its origins, 

the images used to express it, the kind of 

sin or evil it addresses, and who tends to 

use it. It examines the danger of dualism 

as a weakness of this theory, and the 

hope it inspires as one of its strengths.  

  

March 13: Substitutionary Atonement  

Substitutionary atonement is what many 

people think of when they hear the word 

‘atonement.’ This understanding of Jesus’ 

saving significance has been widely     

criticized in recent decades. This session 

will examine its origins, its understanding of 

how Jesus saves, and how theologians 

have tried to re-think this theory of   

atonement in spatial terms. 

   

March 20: Jesus as the Centre of History  

This  session looks at how Jesus gives     

people orientation in life. It examines how 

this orientation is developed, why people 

might need this. It will also examine the 

Franciscan innovation in Christology, the 

idea that creation is oriented to the   

coming of Jesus, and some implications of 

this.   

Please source your own copy of the book  Jesus 

Christ for Contemporary Life: His Person, Works 

and Relationships, Don Schweitzer, 2012. For this 

series, please read chapters 5, 6, 7, 8 and 10.  

https://www.queenshouse.org/programs/
https://www.queenshouse.org/programs/

